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AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 2, 

Chapter 10; Title 3, Chapter 6 and Title 8, Chapter 
50. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 2, Chapter 10, Part 1, is amended by 

deleting § 2-10-105 in its entirety and by substituting instead the following: 

Section 2-10-105. 

(a)  Each candidate for state public office and political campaign committee in a 

state election shall file with the registry of election finance a statement of all contributions 

received and all expenditures made by or on behalf of such candidate or such 

committee. The statement of each candidate for state public office shall include the date 

of the receipt of each contribution, and the statement of a political campaign committee 

in a state election shall include the date of each expenditure that is a contribution to a 

candidate in any election. 

(b)  Each candidate for local public office and political campaign committee for a 

local election shall file with each county election commission of the county where the 

election is held a statement of all contributions received and all expenditures made by or 

on behalf of such candidate or such committee. The statement of each candidate for 

local public office shall include the date of the receipt of each contribution, and the 

statement of a political campaign committee for a local election shall include the date of 

each expenditure that is a contribution to a candidate in any election. 

(c)  
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(1)  The statements required by subsections (a) and (b) of each candidate, each 

single candidate political campaign committee, single measure political campaign 

or multicandidate political campaign committee shall be filed quarterly during an 

election year, within ten (10) days following the conclusion of the quarterly 

reports ending March 31, June 30, September 30 and January 15. Such 

candidate and political campaign committees shall also be required to file a pre-

primary statement and pre-general election statement. The pre-primary 

statement shall cover the period from the last day included in the July quarterly 

statement through the tenth day before the primary election. Such pre-primary 

statement is due seven (7) days before the primary election. The pre-general 

election statement shall cover the period from the last day included in the 

October quarterly statement through the tenth day before the general election. 

Such pre-general election statement is due seven (7) days before the general 

election. 

(2)  Statements for any runoff election, from the last day included in any 

prior report through the tenth day before any such election shall be filed not later 

than seven (7) days before the election. 

(3)  Any candidate or political campaign committee filing a statement 

pursuant to subsection (e) before January 1 of the year in which the candidate or 

committee expects to be involved in an election shall file reports with the registry 

of election finance or the county election commission, whichever is required by 

subsections (a) and (b), by January 31 and July 15 immediately succeeding the 

filing, and semi-annually thereafter until the year of the election. If January 31 or 

July 15 falls on a Saturday, a Sunday, or a legal holiday, the provisions of § 1-3-

102 shall apply. The ending date of the January 31 reporting period is January 
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15. The ending date of the July 15 reporting period is June 30. A semiannual 

report is not required to be made if the reporting date is within sixty (60) days of a 

report otherwise required by this part. 

(4)  Each statement required by subsections (a) and (b) shall include 

transactions occurring since the preceding statement. 

(d)  Each multicandidate political campaign committee shall file reports according 

to subsection (c)(1). Each report shall include transactions occurring since the preceding 

report. Such reports shall be made available on the Internet as soon as practicable once 

such multicandidate political campaign committee has filed such information and the 

registry has reviewed such statements for accuracy and timeliness. If a multicandidate 

political campaign committee has not timely filed a quarterly report, then the registry 

shall post on the Internet that the multicandidate political campaign committee is 

delinquent. 

(e)   

(1)  Each candidate and each political campaign committee shall certify 

the name and address of the candidate's or committee's political treasurer to the 

registry of election finance or the county election commission, where appropriate, 

before the candidate or committee may receive a contribution or make an 

expenditure in a state or local election. A state public officeholder shall also 

certify the name and address of such officeholder's political treasurer to the 

registry of election finance before the officeholder or the officeholder's political 

committee may accept a contribution to defray the expenses incurred in 

connection with the performance of the officeholder's duties or responsibilities, 

and a local officeholder shall so certify the name and address of such 

officeholder's treasurer to the appropriate county election commission. A 
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candidate may serve as that candidate's own political treasurer. A candidate or 

political campaign committee shall notify the registry of election finance or county 

election commission of any changes in the office of its political treasurer. Any 

such statements filed pursuant to this part shall be cosigned by the candidate, if 

such candidate appoints a political treasurer other than the candidate. 

(2)  In addition to the requirements in subdivision (e)(1), a multicandidate 

political campaign committee shall also certify the name and address of all 

officers of such committee to the registry of election finance. A multicandidate 

political campaign committee is required to have at least one (1) officer, not 

including the treasurer of such committee. 

(f)  All records used by the candidate or political campaign committee to 

complete a statement required by this part shall be retained by the candidate or political 

campaign committee for at least three (3) years after the date of the election to which the 

records refer or the date of the statement, whichever is later. After the three-year period, 

the candidate or political campaign committee is authorized to destroy such records, 

absent any pending investigation by the registry of election finance or any other law 

enforcement agency, or absent any administrative or court proceeding. Once an 

investigation is closed by the registry of election finance and if such three-year period 

has elapsed, records may be destroyed thirty (30) days after a successful petition for 

approval to the registry of election finance. 

(g)  Separate reporting shall be required for both primary elections and general 

elections. Cumulative reporting for both primary and general elections for the same 

office in the same year is expressly prohibited. An appointment of a political treasurer 

pursuant to subsection (e) may be cumulative, and one (1) such appointment shall be 

sufficient for both a primary and general election for the same office in the same year. A 
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successful primary candidate shall not be required to certify a political treasurer for the 

general election, if the candidate had previously certified such political treasurer prior to 

the primary election. 

(h) 

(1)  During the period beginning at twelve o'clock (12:00) midnight of the 

tenth day prior to a primary, general, runoff or special election or a referendum 

and extending through twelve o'clock (12:00) midnight of such election or 

referendum day, each candidate or political campaign committee shall, by 

telegram, facsimile machine, hand delivery or overnight mail delivery, file a report 

with the registry of election finance or the county election commission, whichever 

is required by subsections (a) and (b), of: 

(A)  The full name and address of each person from whom the 

candidate or committee has received and accepted a contribution, loan or 

transfer of funds during such period and the date of the receipt of each 

contribution in excess of the following amounts: a committee participating 

in the election of a candidate for any state public office, five thousand 

dollars ($5,000); or, a committee participating in the election of a 

candidate for any local public office, two thousand five hundred dollars 

($2,500). If the committee is participating in the election of candidates for 

offices with different reporting amounts, the amount shall be the lowest for 

any candidate in whose election the committee is participating or in which 

any committee is participating to which it makes or from which it receives 

a transfer of funds; and 

(B)  Such report shall include the amount and date of each such 

contribution or loan reported, and a brief description and valuation of each 
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in-kind contribution. If a loan is reported, the report shall contain the name 

and address of the lender, of the recipient of the proceeds of the loan, 

and of any person who makes any type of security agreement binding 

such person or such person's property, directly or indirectly, for the 

repayment of all or any part of the loan. 

(2)  Each report required by subdivision (h)(1) shall be filed by the end of 

the next business day following the day on which the contribution to be reported 

is received. 

(3)  The registry shall develop appropriate forms for the report required by 

subdivision (h)(1) and make such forms available to the candidates and the 

county election commissions. 

(i)  Any state or local political party or caucus of such political party established 

by members of either house of the general assembly that controls or operates one (1) or 

more political campaign committees shall report all receipts and disbursements by the 

party in the same manner and at the same time that it reports contributions and 

expenditures by the party's political campaign committee. 

(j)  Reports filed under this section shall not be cumulative, except as provided in 

subsection (g) regarding appointment of a political treasurer. Each report shall reflect the 

total for its own reporting period. 

(k)  “Date of the receipt”, as used in this section, means the date when the 

contribution was received by the candidate, candidate's committee, or treasurer. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2009, the public welfare requiring it. 


